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1 . FURTHER TO CANBERRA 0101, DFA FRIDAY AFTERNOON ADVISED 
EMBASSY THAT INTERESTED GOA DEPARTMENTS (INDUSTRY AND 
COMMERCE, TREASURY, DFA AND ADAA) SAW NO PROBLEM IN RECEIVING 
A VISIT BY A USG TEAM FOR DISCUSSIONS ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
RESPECTING THE III PROPOSAL, PROVIDED IT WAS UNDERSTOOD 
BEFOREHAND BY BOTH GOVERNMENTS THAT THE GOA WOULD NOT AT THAT 
TIME BE IN POSITION TO DISCUSS OR ENTER INTO ANY COMMITMENTS 
RESPECTING AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE III. 

2. IT IS CLEAR FROM THE TENOR OF DFA'S RESPONSE THAT THE USG 
MISSION, IN ASSESSING WHETHER TO VISIT AUSTRALIA, SHOULD 
ASSUME THAT THERE WOULD BE NO CHANCE OF REACHING ANY UNDER- 
STANDING OR OBTAINING ANY ASSURANCES FROM THE GOA AT THIS 
STAGE. SUCH A VISIT WOULD, HOWEVER, PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO BRIEF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS IN 
SOME DETAIL ON THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN III THINKING, AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PROBABLY TO EDUCATE A NUMBER OF OFFICIALS IN THE DEPARTMENTS 
CONCERNED WHO HAVE TO DATE HAD ONLY A LIMITED EXPOSURE TO 
THE III PROJECT. 

3. PENDING USG DECISION ON WHETHER THE MISSION WILL VISIT 
AUSTRALIA. WE HAVE NOT DISCUSSED THE CONTENT OF THE PROGRAM 
FOR SUCH A VISIT WITH THE GOA. OUR JUDGEMENT, HOWEVER, IS THAT 
THE NECESSARY GROUND COLD BE COVERED IN ONE FULL WORKIN DAY. 

IT WOULD PROBABLY CONSIST OF ONE WORKING MEETING WITH AN 
INTERDEPARTMENTAL GROUP, POSSIBLY SUPPLEMENTED BY CALLS ON 
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ONE OR TWO KEY INDIVIDUALS IN INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE AND 
DFA OR ADAA. A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE MIGHT INVOLVE TWTO 
SEPARATE WORKING SESSIONS PLUS ONE OR TWO INDIVIDUAL CALLS. 

4. IF THE GROUP DOES VISIT AUSTRALIA, WE RECOMMEND THAT IT 
ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE AUSTRALIA AS LATE IN ITS ITINERARY AS 

IS POSSIBLE. BECAUSE IANUARY IS A VACATION MONTH IN AUSTRALIA, 
VERY FEW SENIOR OFFICIALS ARE LIKELY TO BE AVAILABLE IN 
CANBERRA UNTIL LATE IN THE MONTH, AND IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE 
TO GIVE THE GOA AS MUCH ADVANCE NOTICE TIME TO ARRANGE FOR 
APPROPRIATE PARTICIPATION AS POSSIBLE. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT ADVISE US 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE OF MISSIONS'S DECISION ON WHETHER TO VISIT 
AUSTRALIA. IF DECISION IS AFFIRMATIVE, REQUEST FULL DETAILS 
INCLUDING NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS ASAP IN ORDER THAT WE MAY 
ENCOURAGE GOA TO START PLANNING USEFUL PROGRAM FOR VISIT. 
PERCIVAL 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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